
AGENDA 
Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District Board Meeting 

Thursday, April 13, 2023 - 9:00 a.m. 

Meeting Room 1 – Dakota County Extension and Conservation Center 

4100 220th Street Farmington, MN 55024 

1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Audience
Anyone wishing to address the Board regarding an item that is not on the agenda may come forward at this time.  Comments
are limited to five minutes.

4. Presentation - Brynne Spangler, Student of ISD 196 and Mentor Program Participant

5. Approval of Agenda (Additions/Corrections/Deletions)

CONSENT AGENDA 
To be adopted under one motion unless a request is made to move an item to Regular Agenda for discussion 

6. Approval of March 9, 2023 Meeting Minutes

7. Approval of April 13, 2023 Accounts Payable

8. Acceptance of the March 2023 Finance Report

9. Adopt 2022 Annual Report

10. Authorization to Amend Contract with WSB and Associates for Model Mining Ordinance Project

REGULAR AGENDA 

Action 

Action 

Action 

11. Authorization to Execute Contract with Mark Malecha for Installation of Water and Sediment Control 
Basins

12. Authorization to Execute Contract with Carol Leifeld for Installation of Grassed Waterway

13. Authorization to Execute Contract with Mary Schwendig for Installation of Grassed Waterways

14. Authorization to Execute Contact Arthur Kalmes for Installation of Native Prairie with Pollinators Action 

15. Authorization to Execute Contract with Jeffery Hoffman for Installation of Native Prairie with Pollinators Action

16. Authorization to Execute Grant Agreement with Metropolitan Council to Conduct Water Monitoring Action 

17. Announcements and Reports
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Dakota County
Cannon River Watershed Joint Powers Board
Metropolitan Conservation Districts Joint Powers Board
Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
District Managers Report
Board of Supervisor Announcements
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18. Upcoming Events 

April 13, 2023 Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District Board Meeting 
                  Extension and Conservation Center, 4100 220th Street West, Farmington – 9:00 a.m. 

     April 18, 2023    Eagan-Inver Grove Heights Watershed Management Organization Meeting 
      Eagan Maintenance Facility, 3501 Coachman Point – 5:30 p.m. 

April 19, 2023 Black Dog Watershed Management Organization Meeting 
     Burnsville Maintenance Facility, 13713 Frontier Court, Burnsville – 5:00 p.m. 

April 19, 2023 Lower Minnesota River Watershed District Meeting  
     Chaska City Hall, Once City Hall Plaza 2nd Floor – 7:00 p.m. 

     April 27, 2023 Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Board Meeting 
     Extension and Conservation Center, 4100 220th Street West, Farmington – 1:00 p.m.  

     April 27-28, 2023 Tree Sale Distribution 
      Dakota County Fairgrounds 

     May 3, 2023 Cannon River Watershed Joint Powers Board Meeting 
      Rice County Government Center, 320 Third Street NW, Faribault – 9:00 a.m. 

     May 10, 2023 Lower Mississippi River Watershed Management Organization Meeting 
      First Calvary Baptist Church, 5495 Robert Trail, Sunfish Lake – 3:00 p.m.. 

     May 11, 2023  Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District Board Meeting    
      Extension and Conservation Center, 4100 220th Street West, Farmington – 9:00 a.m.
    

19. Adjourn 

 



N 

MEETING MINUTES 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING  

DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Thursday, March 9, 2023 

9:00 a.m. 

4100 220th Street W, Suite 102 
Farmington, Minnesota 

Board Members Present:  SWCD Staff Present:  Others Present: 

Laura Zanmiller, Chair  Brian Watson  Lizzy Dawson, NRCS 

Kevin Chamberlain, Vice Chair  Pam LaValle  Jennifer Tonko, Clean River Partners 

Jayne Dee Hager, Treasurer  Curt Coudron  Nikki Stewart, Dakota County 

Chelsea Skog, Secretary  Matthew Sorvig  Mark Zabel, VRW JPO 

Bruce Johnson, Information Officer  Todd Matzke  Dain Olson, DCAO 

Valerie Neppl, Dakota County 

Matt Belanger, Dakota County 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chair Zanmiller called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance
Chair Zanmiller led the Board of Supervisors in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Audience
Chair Zanmiller asked if there was anyone in the audience that wished to address the Board on an item that is
not on the agenda.  Nobody came forward.

4. Introduction
Chair Zanmiller introduced Jennifer Tonko, Executive Director of Clean River Partners.  Jennifer provided a
brief introduction and her professional background.

5. Approval of Agenda
23.022  Motion by Chamberlain, second by Johnson to approve the agenda.  All members voting in favor.
Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA 

6. Approval of February 9, 2023 Meeting Minutes
The February 9, 2023 meeting minutes were presented.

7. Approval of March 9, 2023 Accounts Payable
The March 2023 accounts payable was presented.

6.0  March 9, 2023 DRAFT Meeting Minutes
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8. Acceptance of December Finance Report 
The December finance report was presented. 

9. Acceptance of January Finance Report 
The January finance report was presented. 

10. Acceptance of February Finance Report 
The February finance report was presented. 

23.023  Motion by Dee, second by Johnson to approve the consent agenda items. Members voting in favor: 
Zanmiller, Skog, Johnson, Dee, and Chamberlain.   Motion carried. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

11.  Authorization to Execute Contract with the City of Burnsville for Installation of Native Prairie with 
Pollinator Habitat. 
The City of Burnsville is proposing to install an 0.8‐acre native prairie with pollinator habitat in Interlachen 
Park in the Minnesota River Watershed.  The total eligible costs of the project are estimated at $3,600 and 
project funds are available through our agreement with Dakota County. Staff is recommending approval at 
85% not to exceed $2,400. 

 23.024  Motion by Johnson, second by Skog to execute contract with the City of Burnsville not to exceed 
$2,400 for the installation of native prairie with pollinator habitat.  Members voting in favor: Skog, Johnson, 
Dee, Chamberlain, and Zanmiller.  Motion carried. 

12. Presentation on Wetland Restoration Efforts – Past, Present and Future 
Watson provided a presentation on Wetland Restoration Efforts.  The presentation highlighted the differing 
types of wetland restorations that have occurred over time and the challenges associated with maintaining 
desirable plant communities over time.   

13. Presentation on Dakota County Groundwater Levels 
Valerie Neppl from Dakota County Environmental Resources Department provided a presentation on Dakota 
County Groundwater levels.  The groundwater‐level data is used to assess groundwater resources, determine 
long term trends, interpret impacts of pumping and climate, and plan for water conservation. 

14. Announcements and Reports  
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) report was provided by Elizabeth Dawson.  Dawson 
provided a training update, announced a job opening for an agronomist at the Farmington office and 
requested a date and time get scheduled for the Local Work Group Meeting.  Brian Watson will confirm the 
date and time but consensus was to hold the local work group meeting after our May board meeting. 

Dakota County  
Nikki Stewart thanked Brian Watson for attending the Dakota County Divisional Leadership meeting and 
reported they are working on the Joint Powers Agreement between Dakota County and the SWCD.  Neppl 
introduced Matt Belanger who replaced Jill Trescott as Environmental Specialist within the groundwater unit  
for Dakota County.  Belanger provided a brief introduction on his professional background.  The board 
welcomed Matt to Dakota County. 

Cannon River Watershed Joint Powers Board 
There was no Cannon River Watershed Joint Powers Board report. 

Metropolitan Conservation Districts Joint Power Board 
Brian Watson reported that the Metropolitan Conservation Districts Joint Powers Board met on February 22 
and routine business took place.   
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Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
Chair Zanmiller reported that Tuesday evening a legislative briefing was held and Wednesday they met with 
the legislators; meetings went well and seemed positive.  Both SWCD Aid bills introduced in the Senate and 
the House are $22 million and the Governor’s budget is $12 million so they will be working on aligning those 
numbers.  Jayne Hager Dee added that the briefing was very well attended by SWCD Supervisors. 

District Managers Report 
Brian Watson reported that discussions have started with Dakota County staff on the next 5‐year Joint Powers 
Agreement.  The Township Officers meeting will be Saturday, March 18th starting at 9 am. Watson reported 
that the County Board has directed County staff to explore options to vacate the Extension and Conservation 
Center.    

Board of Supervisors Reports 
There were no additional Board of Supervisors items reported. 

15. Upcoming Events 
The upcoming events were reviewed. 

16. Adjourn 
23.025 Motion by Dee, second by Johnson to adjourn.  All members voting in favor.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:18 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Chelsea Skog 
Secretary 



ASSETS:

Cash in Checking ‐ Castle Rock 45,759.61$             

Cash in Savings ‐ Castle Rock 1,067,358.67$       

Undeposited Funds ‐$  

Cash in Checking ‐ Vermillion Bank 31,425.18$             

Certificate of Deposits 400,472.05$           

Petty Cash 100.00$  

      Total Cash: $1,545,115.51

Accounts Receivable:

BWSR 2020 DC DW 10% Request (2020) 7,500.00$               

Black Dog WMO Q3 & Q4 Invoice for Services 11,412.50$             

DC Env Resources Q4 Invoices for Services (4,036.31)$              

DC Trout Brook Match Q4 Invoices for Services 2,917.17$               

LMR WMO ‐ FY19 CWF WBF Grant Q4 Invoices for Services 4,446.00$               

     Total Accounts Receivable: 22,239.36$              

Prepaid Items ‐$  

TOTAL ASSETS: 1,567,354.87$        

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY:
Current Liabilities

Payroll Liabilities ‐$  

Sales Tax Payable 1,717.78$               

1,717.78$                 

Unearned Revenue:

Buffer Law Funds 2022 11,340.78$             

Buffer Law Funds 2023 17,000.00$             

Conservation Delivery 2022 6,907.97$               

Conservation Delivery 2023 21,240.00$             

Local Capacity Services 2022 23,827.00$             

Local Capacity Services 2023 143,745.00$           

DC Drinking Water PP 2022 54,685.50$             

Soil Health Care FY23 14,175.00$             

State Cost Share 2022 10,198.00$             

State Cost Share 2023 22,054.00$             

2019 WBF Metro ‐$  

WBIF 2021 Cannon River 2,410.99$               

WBIF 2022 Cannon River 152,443.00$           

WBIF 2021 Miss River East 16,049.00$             

WBIF 2021 MN River South 9,661.38$               

WBIF 2021 Vermillion River 9,877.35$               

WBIF 2022 Vermillion River 81,000.00$             

WBF 2022 Black Dog  25,000.00$             

WBF 2022 E‐IGH 37,500.00$             

DC Natural Resources Block Grant 52,804.00$             

DC Operating Allocation 323,476.51$           

Total Unearned Revenue 1,035,395.48$         

Total Liabilities: 1,037,113.26$        

Fund Balance Beginning of Year 712,576.02$            

YTD Net Income/loss (182,334.41)$           

Fund Balance End of Current Period 530,241.61$            

TOTAL LIABILIITES AND EQUITY: 1,567,354.87$        

Dakota County SWCD
Balance Sheet
March 2023

8.0  March 2023 Finance Report



 

Current Month Year to Date

Income

County Revenues 36,041.83$          107,925.49$      

State Revenues 250.02$               250.02$              

Local Revenues 4,446.00$            4,446.00$           

Interest Earnings 1,256.85$            1,303.16$           

Charges for Services 2,100.00$            4,082.00$           

Tree Program Revenues 4,302.92$            24,066.04$         

Total Income 48,397.62$         142,072.71$      

 

Expense

County Expenses ‐$                      7,680.20$           

State Expenses ‐$                      8,468.75$           

Local Expenses 22.98$                  3,693.53$           

Operating Expenses 1,721.76$            17,174.09$         

Payroll/Personnel Expenses 146,141.55$       286,241.47$      

Project Expenses 268.70$               772.80$              

Tree Program Expenses 376.28$              

Total Expense 148,154.99$       324,407.12$      
 

(99,757.37)$        (182,334.41)$     
 

Net Income

Dakota County SWCD
Income and Expense Summary

March 2023



DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT Consent Agenda 

Request for Board Action 

Roll Call Vote 

Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action: 
Draft 2022 Annual Report None 

Meeting Date:  4/13/2023 

Prepared by:  Brian Watson 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED: 
Adopt 2022 Annual Report 

SUMMARY: 
Staff has drafted a 2022 Annual Report to demonstrate the work, pollutant reductions and community 
engagement over the past year.  The Annual Report will be available to partners and elected officials, posted and 
shared online through our website, linked through our social media, and available while tabling public events. 

The purpose of this Annual Report is to market our programs and provide a snapshot of the past year.  It is also 
necessary in order to meet performance standards of the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources.    

EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT: 
Cost to complete the 2022 Annual Report is approximately $2,000 and is funded through our allocation from 
Dakota County.  

9.0  Adopt 2022 Annual Report



2022 Annual Report 
Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Conservation work kept the Dakota County Soil and 

Water Conservation District busy in 2022.            

Working towards clean water and healthy soil, the Dakota County Soil 

& Water Conservation District (Dakota SWCD)’s focus is to reduce    

soil and nutrient loss, improve water quality in lakes and streams, 

protect groundwater resources and enhance wildlife habitat.            

This work is done in partnership with federal, state and local 

governments, nonprofit organizations and most importantly, the 

people that live and work in Dakota County.  

Thank you for partnering with us on land and water conservation 

projects. We look forward to continued partnerships in 2023! 

Highlights 

In 2022, the Dakota SWCD… 

- Assisted landowners with land and water 

issues at over 186 sites around the county 

- Provided technical assistance and cost share 

funds to install 92 conservation projects 

resulting in the removal of 1,435 lbs of 

phosphorous, 1,079 tons of total suspended 

solids (sediment) and 13,729 lbs of nitrogen 

from reaching our lakes, streams or 

groundwater resources annually  

- Engaged over 2,000 individuals through a 

variety of education and outreach programs 

regarding ways to benefit water quality, 

improve soil health, and enhance wildlife 

habitat including the use of pollinators and 

plants. 

- Monitored water quality in 26 water bodies 

across 4 watersheds. 

Conservation Connection 

Need some information about the many different programs we offer? Head 

over to our website - www.dakotaswcd.org - to learn more! 

Connect with us on—Facebook or Instagram! 

Got conservation on your mind?  Stop by our office, give us a call or shoot us 

an email with your questions and we can discuss potential partnerships and 

cost share opportunities! 

http://www.daktotaswcd.org


Conservation in action across Dakota County 

In 2022, Dakota SWCD worked with landowners, residents, cities, schools, churches, and businesses to reduce and 
control erosion, limit the impact of floods through stormwater management, ensure soil health and productivity, 
protect water quality, and preserve wildlife habitat. 

Dakota SWCD staff provided technical assistance on projects that included evaluating the appropriate conservation 
practice, topographic surveys, feasibility studies, design, and construction oversight. 

Along with providing technical assistance throughout the planning and installation process, over $313,000 of funding 
was provided through cost share programs that included: 

 

Restored 13 acres of native prairie   
Constructed 4,860 linear feet of             

grassed waterways 

Established cover crops on 3,191 acres         

of cultivated land 

Created online tools to help farmers improve 
efficiency and conserve water 

Developed restoration plans for                

native plant communities 

Scan here to check out our 

Conservation Project Map  

Stabilized shorelines in partnership with 
landowners, cities and  watershed partners 

Increased water storage capacity by restoring 
wetlands and installing water control  basins 

Conservation projects can only happen as a               
result of partnerships big and small!                                   

The Dakota SWCD worked with partners on several 
projects this year, including: 

• Almquist Sediment Retention Basins 

• Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers Organization and 
Conservation Corps - Vermillion River Restoration  

• City of Burnsville and Conservation Corps - Crystal Lake                
Shoreline Restoration 

• Jordan and Braun Wetland Restoration Projects 

• Spring Lake Park Erosion and Gully Stabilization 

• Bauer Gully Stabilization  

• Ravenna Trail Ravine Stabilization 

• North River Hills Native Prairie Restoration 

• Peine Farms Cover Crops 

• Bridges Grassed Waterways 

• Bergum Streambank Stabilization 

• City of Rosemount Jaycee Park Bioretention Basin 



 
The Dakota SWCD was proud to announce                            

Dave and Maureen Fasbender as our                                  

2022 Outstanding Conservationist                                                 
due to their commitment to and leadership in improving 

and protecting  water quality, soil health, and wildlife 
habitat through conservation. 

The Fasbenders manage the family farm where Maureen 

grew up, land that has been in the family for more than a 

century. They have a long track record of working with 

the Dakota SWCD and over the years have installed 

numerous water and sediment control basins, grassed 

waterways, and diversions.  

Much of their land is at the headwater of the Trout Brook 

and they recently completed a grade stabilization project 

to reduce the amount of sediment reaching this 

important trout stream.  

Congratulations to Dave and Maureen Fasbender and 

thank you for your continued partnership and being 

stewards of our natural resources! 

Tree Sale  

The Dakota SWCD held an annual 
tree sale in 2022 offering                

high-quality deciduous shrub, tree, 
and conifer bare-root seedlings at a 

low cost for urban and rural 
conservation purposes.  

The 22,050 seedlings sold through the 
tree sale were all species native to 

Dakota County and were available in 
late April for early spring planting.  

Groundwater Update 

The Dakota SWCD continues to assist county and state partners with 
groundwater efforts. At this time, most efforts are related to 
implementing practices that help protect the quality of our 

groundwater. In 2022, the Dakota County Board of Commissioners 
adopted the Agricultural Chemical Reduction Effort (ACRE) Plan, a key 
task within the full County Groundwater Plan that outlines strategies 

for improving our groundwater resources.  

These efforts parallel the Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s 
monitoring and outreach work in the Hastings Drinking Water Supply 

Management Area (DWSMA). The Dakota SWCD also assists with 
coordination of a Local Advisory Team for the Hastings DWSMA. 

Subwatershed Assessments 

2022 activities included the completion of two additional 
sub-watershed assessments (SWAs): the South Branch 
Vermillion River and Chub Lake/Chub Creek Headwaters. A 
SWA is a prioritization process used to identify cost-
effective water quality improvement projects. The SWA 
includes evaluating a specific geographic area, identifying 
specific pollutants to address in that area, and evaluating 
specific locations and project types that can help reduce 
those pollutants. The final report includes a list of 
potential projects ranked on cost-effectiveness. 

The SWA process helps prioritize conservation project 
opportunities, initiates discussions with landowners about implementing those projects, and aids in future funding 
requests.  Since 2016, the Dakota SWCD has completed eight SWAs throughout Dakota County. There are currently two 
SWAs in progress and three additional SWAs are scheduled to start in 2023. 
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Staff 
Brian Watson, District Manager 

Curt Coudron, Project Management Supervisor 
Joe Barten,  Sr. Resource Conservationist 

Ashley Gallagher, Sr. Resource Conservationist 
Todd Matzke, Resource Conservationist 

Matthew Sorvig, Resource Conservationist 
John Stelzner, Resource Conservationist 

Lindsey Albright, Water Resource Specialist 
Dave Holmen, GIS Specialist 

Pam LaValle, Finance & Grants Coordinator 
Diane Schmidtke, Administrative  Specialist 

Landscaping for Clean Water 

2022 kicked off the 16th year of our Landscaping for Clean Water 
program. We continued our partnership with watershed 

management organizations and cities to provide landowners with 
the skills and resources needed to protect local water quality and 

provide habitat for pollinators through the installation of 
raingardens, native gardens, and native shoreline plantings.  

355 individuals participated in a virtual Introduction Class, where 
participants learned about local water quality concerns and how 
residents can help improve water quality on their own property.  

176 individuals took 
part in the Design 

Course, including 52 
one-on-one virtual 
consultations with 
SWCD staff to walk 
through the design 

process, select 
plants, and answer 
project questions. 

SWCD staff provided 
on-site project 

layout and 
installation guidance 

for participants 
installing a project 
on their property, 

resulting in 39 
completed projects.  

In addition, 93 
people participated in maintenance workshops that provided 

season-specific information on how to maintain and promote the 
health, performance, and beauty of their project. 

 

Partners 
This is a partial list of partners the Dakota SWCD 

worked with in 2022 (alphabetically):  

 

• Black Dog Watershed Management      
Organization 

• Cities and Townships of Dakota County 

• Cannon River Watershed Joint Powers 
Board 

• Clean River Partners 

• Conservation Corps of Minnesota & Iowa 

• Dakota County 

• Eagan-Inver Grove Heights Watershed 
Management Organization 

• Lower Minnesota River Watershed District 

• Lower Mississippi River Watershed 
Management Organization 

• Metropolitan Council 

• Metro Conservation Districts Joint Powers 
Board 

• North Cannon River Watershed 
Management Organization 

• State of MN: Board of Water & Soil 
Resources; Department of Agriculture; 
Department of Health; Department of 
Natural Resources; Pollution Control 
Agency 

• USDA: Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

• Vermillion River Watershed Joint Powers 
Organization 

Board 
District 1: Kevin Chamberlain, Vice Chair 

District 2: Laura Zanmiller, Chair 
District 3: Chelsea Skog, Secretary 

District 4: Bruce Johnson, Public Relations & Information Officer 
District 5: Jayne Hager Dee, Treasurer 

Dakota County SWCD Board of Supervisors & Staff 
December 2022 



DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT Consent Agenda 

Request for Board Action 

Roll Call Vote 

Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action: 
None Motion 22.135 on 4/14/22 

Authorization to submit and 
execute MDH grant 

Motion 22.179 on 8/11/22 
Award contract to WSB 

Meeting Date:  4/13/2023 

Prepared by:  Ashley Gallagher 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED:  
Authorize amending existing contract with WSB and Associates for Model Mining Ordinance Project. 

SUMMARY: 
The Dakota SWCD was awarded a Clean Water Fund grant through the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) for 
reviewing existing mining ordinances of cities and township in Dakota County and developing draft template 
language for a model mining ordinance.  The Dakota SWCD is working closely with Dakota County groundwater 
staff on this project.  

Work began after contract execution in September 2022.  Review of existing mining ordinances is complete and 
meetings were held with cities and townships on March 23rd to gather input.  Another set of meetings is scheduled 
for April 27th where the model ordinance will be presented.  There has been a lot of information gathered and not 
all of this information is appropriate to include in an ordinance.  Feedback obtained recommended that the 
background information is helpful but should be provided as a supporting document to the model mining 
ordinance.   The supporting document will require more time to complete.   

The contract with WSB and Associates is currently set to expire May 1, 2023.   The amendment would extend the 
current contract with WSB and Associates to May 31, 2023 and allow more time to work on the supporting 
document.   No other changes to the existing contract with WSB and Associates would occur.    

The Dakota SWCD grant agreement with the MDH expires June 30, 2023.   It is anticipated that all grant tasks will 
be completed within the terms of the grant agreement.     

EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT: 
None at this time.   

10.0  WSB & Associates Contract Amendment



DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT Regular Agenda 

Request for Board Action 

Roll Call Vote 

Supporting Documents: 
23-IPP-02 Malecha, Mark WASCBs Factsheet

Previous Board Action: 
None 

Meeting Date:  4/13/2023 

Prepared by:  Curt Coudron 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED:  
Authorize execution of a contract with Mark Malecha not to exceed $14,535 for the installation of two water and 
sediment control basins. 

SUMMARY: 
Mark Malecha is proposing to construct two water and sediment control basins in Greenvale Township in the 
Cannon River Watershed.  Surface water runoff is causing gullies to form in the field.  The basins will be 
constructed to capture runoff and slowly release it through an underground pipe to a stable outlet. 

Total cost of the project is estimated at $17,100.  Staff is recommending approval at 85% cost share not to exceed 
$14,535. 

EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT: 
Project funds are available through our FY22 State Cost Share Grant, our agreement with Dakota County and the 
North Cannon River Watershed Management Organization. 

11.0  Authorize Mark Malecha WASCOB Contract



Mark Malecha 

Water and Sediment Control Basins 

 

B E N E F I T S :  

• 47 tons of sediment per year       

prevented from traveling 

downstream 

• 54 lbs. of phosphorous          

per year prevented from             

traveling downstream 

R E C E I V I N G  W A T E R S :  

• Hazelwood Creek 

P R A C T I C E :    

• Water and Sediment Control 

Basins 
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Greenvale       

Township 
I N S T A L L A T I O N :  

• Spring 2023 

LOCATION:  

PROJECT FACTSHEET   23-IPP-02        

P R O J E C T:  Two water and sediment control basins with underground 
outlets will be installed to control gully erosion caused by surface 
water runoff. 

W A T E R S H E D :   

• Cannon River 

F U N D I N G :  E s t i m a t e d  P r o j e c t  C o s t :  $17,100 
 C o s t  S h a r e  A m o u n t :  $14,535 
 L a n d o w n e r  A m o u n t  $2,565 

   

   

Water and Sediment  

Control Basins 

To Hazelwood Creek 

P A R T N E R S :  

• North Cannon River Watershed 

Management Organization 

• Dakota County 

• Minnesota Board of Water     

and Soil Resources 

• USDA - Natural Resources       

Conservation Service 



DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT Regular Agenda 

Request for Board Action 

Roll Call Vote 

Supporting Documents: 
23-IPP-04 Leifeld, Carol WW Factsheet

Previous Board Action: 
None 

Meeting Date:  4/13/2023 

Prepared by:  Curt Coudron 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED:  
Authorize execution of a contract with Carol Leifeld not to exceed $20,825 for the installation of a grassed 
waterway. 

SUMMARY: 
Carol Leifeld is proposing to reconstruct an existing grassed waterway in Hampton Township in the Cannon River 
Watershed.  The grassed waterway has exceeded its design lifespan and surface water runoff is causing gullies to 
form alongside the grassed waterway in the field.  The reconstructed waterway will convey additional runoff 
within the grassed waterway and reduce future erosion. 

Total cost of the project is estimated at $24,500.  Staff is recommending approval at 85% cost share not to exceed 
$20,825. 

EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT: 
Project funds are available through our FY21 Cannon WBIF Grant. 

12.0  Authorize Carol Leifeld Grassed Waterway Contract



Carol Leifeld 

Grassed Waterway 
 

B E N E F I T S :  

• 6.4 tons of sediment per year       

prevented from traveling 

downstream 

• 6.4 lbs. of phosphorous          

per year prevented from             

traveling downstream 

 

R E C E I V I N G  W A T E R S :  

• Trout Brook 

P R A C T I C E :    

• Grassed Waterway 
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Hampton Township 
I N S T A L L A T I O N :  

• Spring 2023 

LOCATION:  

PROJECT FACTSHEET   23-IPP-04        

P R O J E C T:  Surface water runoff was causing gully erosion along and in the 
existing waterway that is beyond it’s functional life. The project 
includes the construction of a grassed waterway to convey the runoff 
and reduce future erosion. 

Clean Water Fund: 

Protecting and restoring 

Minnesota’s waters for 

generations to come. 

W A T E R S H E D :   

• Cannon River F U N D I N G :  E s t i m a t e d  P r o j e c t  C o s t :  $24,500 
 C o s t  S h a r e  A m o u n t :  $20,825 
 L a n d o w n e r  A m o u n t  $3,675 

   

   

P A R T N E R S :  

• Dakota County 

• Minnesota Board of Water     

and Soil Resources 

 

Grassed Waterway 



DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT Regular Agenda 

Request for Board Action 

Roll Call Vote 

Supporting Documents: 
23-IPP-07 Schwendig, Mary WWs Factsheet

Previous Board Action: 
None 

Meeting Date:  4/13/2023 

Prepared by:  Curt Coudron 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED:  
Authorize execution of a contract with Mary Schwendig not to exceed $14,280 for the installation of two grassed 
waterways. 

SUMMARY: 
Mary Schwendig is proposing to reconstruct two grassed waterways totaling 2,000 feet in Hampton Township in 
the Vermillion River Watershed.  Sediment accumulation in the existing grassed waterways is causing gullies to 
form alongside the grassed waterways in the field.  The reconstructed waterways will convey additional runoff and 
reduce future erosion. 

Total cost of the project is estimated at $16,800.  Staff is recommending approval at 85% cost share not to exceed 
$14,280. 

EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT: 
Project funds are available through our agreements with Dakota County and the Vermillion River Watershed Joint 
Powers Organization. 

13.0  Authorize Mary Schwendig Grassed Waterway Conract



Mary Schwendig 

Grassed Waterways 
 

B E N E F I T S :  

• 293 tons of sediment per year  

prevented from traveling 

downstream 

• 293 lbs. of phosphorous          

per year prevented from             

traveling downstream 

R E C E I V I N G  W A T E R S :  

• South Branch Vermillion River 

P R A C T I C E :    

• Grass Waterways 
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Hampton Township 
I N S T A L L A T I O N :  

• Spring 2023 

LOCATION:  

PROJECT FACTSHEET   23-IPP-07        

P R O J E C T:  Install two grassed waterway to eliminate gullies in the 
agricultural fields   

W A T E R S H E D :   

• Vermillion River 
F U N D I N G :  E s t i m a t e d  P r o j e c t  C o s t :  $16,800 
 C o s t  S h a r e  A m o u n t :  $14,280 
 L a n d o w n e r  A m o u n t  $2,520 

   

   

Grassed Waterways 

P A R T N E R S :  

• Vermillion River Watershed  

Joint Powers Organization 

• USDA - Natural Resources       

Conservation Service 

 



DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT Regular Agenda 

Request for Board Action 

Roll Call Vote 

Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action: 
23-IPP-03 Kalmes, Arthur NPR Factsheet None 

Meeting Date:  4/13/2023 

Prepared by:  Curt Coudron 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED: 
Authorize execution of a contract with Arthur Kalmes not to exceed $1,500 for the installation of a native prairie 
with pollinator habitat. 

SUMMARY: 
Arthur (Art) Kalmes is proposing to install a 0.5 acre native prairie with pollinator habitat in Burnsville in the 
Minnesota River Watershed.  Existing turf grass will be replaced with native prairie plants.  The project will 
improve infiltration, protect water quality, and provide pollinator habitat. 

The total eligible costs of the project are estimated at $1,900.  Projects that install native prairie vegetation with 
pollinator habitat are eligible for cost share up to $3,000 per acre.  Staff is recommending approval at 85% cost 
share not to exceed $1,500. 

EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT: 
Project funds to install the project are available through our agreement with Dakota County. 

14.0  Authorize Arthur Kalmes Native Prairie Contract



Art Kalmes 

Native Prairie Restoration 
 

B E N E F I T S :  

• 0.1 tons of sediment per year       

prevented from traveling 

downstream 

• Improved wildlife habitat, in 

particular for pollinators.  

R E C E I V I N G  W A T E R S :  

• Minnesota River 

P R A C T I C E :    

• Restoration of Rare and 

Declining Native Plant 

Communities 
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Burnsville 
I N S T A L L A T I O N :  

• Fall 2023 

LOCATION:  

PROJECT FACTSHEET   23-IPP-03        

P R O J E C T:  0.5 acres of turfgrass will be restored to native prairie 
vegetation. The native prairie will improve infiltration, reduce erosion 
and provide wildlife habitat, particularly for pollinators. 

W A T E R S H E D :   

• Minnesota River 

F U N D I N G :  E s t i m a t e d  P r o j e c t  C o s t :  $1,900 
 C o s t  S h a r e  A m o u n t :  $1,500 
 L a n d o w n e r  A m o u n t  $400 

   

   

P A R T N E R S :  

• Dakota County 

 



DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT Regular Agenda 

Request for Board Action 

Roll Call Vote 

Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action: 
23-IPP-05 Hoffman, Jeff NPR Factsheet None 

Meeting Date:  4/13/2023 

Prepared by:  Curt Coudron 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED: 
Authorize execution of a contract with Jeffrey Hoffman not to exceed $5,700 for the installation of a native prairie 
with pollinator habitat. 

SUMMARY: 
Jeffrey (Jeff) Hoffman is proposing to install a 1.9 acre native prairie with pollinator habitat in Rosemount in the 
Vermillion River Watershed.  Existing turf grass will be replaced with native prairie plants.  The project will improve 
infiltration, protect water quality, and provide pollinator habitat. 

The total eligible costs of the project are estimated at $8,600.  Projects that install native prairie vegetation with 
pollinator habitat are eligible for cost share up to $3,000 per acre.  Staff is recommending approval at 85% cost 
share not to exceed $5,700. 

EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT: 
Project funds to install the project are available through our agreement with Dakota County. 

15.0  Authorize Jeffery Hoffman Native Prairie Contract



Jeff Hoffman 

Native Prairie Restoration 
 

B E N E F I T S :  

• 0.84 tons of sediment per year       

prevented from traveling 

downstream 

• Improved wildlife habitat, in 

particular for pollinators.  

R E C E I V I N G  W A T E R S :  

• DNR Wetland 19-008 

P R A C T I C E :    

• Restoration of Rare and 

Declining Native Plant 

Communities 
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Rosemount 
I N S T A L L A T I O N :  

• Fall 2023 

LOCATION:  

PROJECT FACTSHEET   23-IPP-05        

P R O J E C T:  1.9 acres of turfgrass, buckthorn, and boxelders will be 
restored to native prairie vegetation. The native prairie will improve 
infiltration, reduce erosion and provide wildlife habitat, particularly for 
pollinators. 

W A T E R S H E D :   

• Vermillion River 

F U N D I N G :  E s t i m a t e d  P r o j e c t  C o s t :  $8,600 
 C o s t  S h a r e  A m o u n t :  $5,700 
 L a n d o w n e r  A m o u n t  $2,900 

   

   

P A R T N E R S :  

• Dakota County 

 



DAKOTA COUNTY SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT Regular Agenda 

Request for Board Action 

Voice Vote 

Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action: 
Met Council Grant Agreement for WOMP None 

Meeting Date:  4/13/2023 

Prepared by:  Brian Watson 

PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED: 
Authorize execution of grant agreement with Metropolitan Council for water monitoring services on the Vermillion 
and Cannon Rivers. 

SUMMARY: 
Staff has performed water monitoring services for the Metropolitan Council under their Watershed Outlet 
Monitoring Program (WOMP) for several years. There are established WOMP monitoring stations on both the 
Vermillion River in Hastings and the Cannon River in Welch.  

These monitoring locations are part of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA) Watershed Pollutant 
Load Monitoring Network (WPLMN). This statewide network of long-term monitoring sites provides data used to 
measure and compare regional differences and trends in pollutant loadings from Minnesota’s main stem rivers.    

The grant agreement includes both monitoring locations and has a two-year term of February 2, 2023 until 
December 31, 2024.  

EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACT: 
The grant agreement would provide up to $32,000 in revenue for services over the two-year period minus supply 
and travel costs estimated at $3,500.   Staff time to provide this service will be included in the 2023 and 2024 staff 
work plans.   

16.0  Authorize Metropolitan Council Grant Agreement
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